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Background

The Mediterranean landscape is a hotspot for biodiversity. Its long
history of human habitation has modified and enriched this landscape.
Over the past decades the landscape has been changing rapidly. A
population decline resulted in changing land use. Abandonment of
marginal lands lead to colonization by shrubs and tree species. Labour
Intensive practices such as maintenance of terraces and dry stone
walls or livestock herding and transhumance were abandoned.
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The landscapes of Portofino. Land abandonment is a threat for different

Objective - ecosystem services.
We assess the landscape changes that took place in two areas: in

Portofino, a typical Mediterranean landscape on the Italian Riviera, and Results

Lesvos, a Greek island near the Turkish coast. The objective was to Land abandonment and migration

assess what the role of man has been in the shaping of this landscape, changed the landscapes. Features

and what future management should be to maintain its specific like farming terraces, olive yards,

landscape and biodiversity values. and upland grasslands have been

decreasing over the past 50 years.
This results in a declining
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Included farmer interviews, field
work, inventories and map analysis.
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traditional landscapes, to maintain

landscape identity and biodiversity. Figure 4. Farming terraces in different states

of maintenance, from well maintained to
almost collapsing

Conclusions

e Lesvos farming is in decline, but forms still a mainstay for the
households.

e Portofino is beyond the process of marginalization.

e Marginalization is a process ending with new functions and
landscape values as well

« Without guidance important cultural values, biodiversity and the
landscape identity may be lost due to ‘new nature’.
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